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Summary. In this work, a comprehensive analysis of sequencing
artifacts generated using Oxford Nanopore Technology (ONT) is
presented, exemplified by the erroneous detection of the free-living
amoeba Naegleria fowleri in blood samples from patients with malaria
(Plasmodium falciparum). In all four examined samples, sequences
demonstrating nearly 100 % identity with the N. fowleri genome
according to BLAST analysis were identified. However, subsequent multi-
level verification, including phylogenetic analysis, open reading frame
(ORF) prediction, and three-dimensional protein structure modeling
using AlphaFold3, made it possible to establish the artifactual nature of
these findings. The results obtained underscore the critical importance
of comprehensive validation of ONT data in clinical studies, where false-
positive results can lead to serious diagnostic errors. Particular attention is
paid to the analysis of potential sources of artifacts, including systematic
sequencing errors, characteristics of bioinformatic data processing, and
issues with reference databases.

Keywords: Oxford Nanopore Technology, sequencing artifacts, Naegleria
fowleri, bioinformatic analysis, false-positive results, primary amoebic

meningoencephalitis, AlphaFold3, BLAST analysis.

L

BseaeHve

OBpPEMEHHblE  TEXHONIOTNN  CEKBEHUPOBAHUA HO-
BOro nokoneHus, B 4actHoctu Oxford Nanopore
Technology (ONT), coBepwwunu peBoOLMIO B Te-

HOMHbBIX MCCNefoBaHUsaX 6Gnarogapsa CBOel CrnocobHOCTU

reHepupoBaTtb cBepXxanuHHble npouTeHna OHK/PHK. 3ta

ocobeHHocTb fenaeT ONT He3aMeHVMMbIM UHCTPYMEHTOM

ONs1 aHanu3a CTPYKTYPHbIX Bapuauuii reHoma, cbopku de

novo W MeTareHOMHbIX uccnegoBaHnn. OgHaKo, HecMo-

TPA Ha 3HauMTENbHble MPENMYLLECTBA, TEXHONOMNA UMeeT
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AnHomayus. B fanHoii pabote npeactaBneH KOMMMEKCHbII aHann3 aptedak-
TOB CEKBEHWPOBaHMA, BO3HMKAIOLLMX MPU Cnoab3oBaHum TexHonorun Oxford
Nanopore Technology (ONT), Ha npumepe oLin6ouHoro obHapyexna ceobogHo-
xuByLyein amébbl Naegleria fowleri B 0bpa3uax KpoBy nawueHToB ¢ Manapueit
(Plasmodium falciparum). Bo Bcex ueTbipéx uccnenoBanHbIX 06pasuax Obinu
NEeHTUGULMPOBAHBI NOCNELOBATENbHOCTI, AEMOHCTPUPYIOLLME MPaKTUYECKM
100 % upeHTnyHocTb ¢ reHomom N. fowleri no ganbim BLAST-aHanu3a. OnHako
nocnenylollas MHOTOYpOBHEBaA Bepudukaums, BKAKuawwas dunoreHeTu-
yeckuii aHanu3, NpefickasaHne OTKPbITbIX pamok cuutbiBanua (ORF) u moge-
NMpoBaHue TPEXMepHOIi CTPYKTYpbl 6enkoB ¢ ucnonb3oBaHuem AlphaFold3,
Mo3BONNA YCTaHOBUTL apTedakTHylD MPUPOAY 3TWX HaXxofok. [lonyueHHble
pe3ynbTaTbl NOAYEPKMBAIOT KPUTUUYECKYI0 BAXHOCTb KOMMIEKCHOI BanupaLum
LaHHbIX ONT B KNUHMUECKUX MCCeoBaHNAX, TAe NOXKHONONOXUTENbHbIE pe-
3ynbTaTbl MOTYT NPUBECTU K CEPbE3HBIM AMarHocTnueckum owmbkam. Ocoboe
BHMMaHUe YeneHo aHanu3y BO3MOXHbIX UCTOYHUKOB apTeakToB, BKMOYas
ncTemaTyeckme oWnbKI CekBeHMPOBaHUA, 0C0BeHHOCTI BuonHdopmaTinye-
CKoil 06paboTKIN JaHHDIX 1 NPobNeMbl pehepeHCHbIX 6a3.

Kniouesvie cnosa: Oxford Nanopore Technology, aptedakTbl cekBeHUpoBaHuA,
Naegleria fowleri, GuonmHdpopmaTiueckmit aHanu3, NOXKHOMONOXKUTENbHbIE
pe3ynbTatbl, nepBUYHbIA amébHbli MeHuHrosHuedanut, AlphaFold3, BLAST-
aHanms.

YPOBEHb OLLMOOK MO CPpaBHEHWIO € NIAaTGOPMaMmn KOPOTKIMX
yteHui, Takumm Kak lllumina (cpegHuin Q-score okono 15
npotus 30+ y lllumina).

B pamkax Haluero nccnefoBaHus, NOCBALLEHHOTO 13yye-
HUIO reHeTU4Yecknx ocobeHHocTteln Plasmodium falciparum
y NaLMeHTOB C ManApuei, Mbl CTONKHYNCb C HEOXKMAAHHbBIM
apTedakToM — MocnefoBaTeibHOCTAMU, uaeHTUdULMpye-
MbiMu Kak Naegleria fowleri. 9ToT cBOGOLHOXMBYLLNIA NPO-
TUCT M3BECTEH KaK BO30yaMTeNb NepBUYHOIrO aMEBGHOro Me-
HUHrosHuedpanuta (NMAM) — pefKoro, HO KpaliHe TAKENOro
3aboneBaHnA LieHTPaNbHOW HEpPBHOWM cucTembl. bronoru-
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yeckasa BepoATHOCTb o6HapyxeHua N. fowleri B obpa3sLax
neprdepnyeckon KpoBu MauUeHTOB C Manapuen KpanHe
Masa, TaK Kak 3TOT naTtoreH o6blYHO NOKanmn3yeTcsa B CVH-
HOMO3rOBOW XMUAKOCTU 1 TKaHAX FOIOBHOIO MO3ra, MPOHU-
Kaf B OpraHn3m yepe3 06OHATENbHbIN HEPB MPY KOHTaKTe
C 3apakEHHOW BOZOWN.

JaHHoe HabnogeHne Nobyamno Hac NPOBECTN BCECTO-
pOHHee nccnegoBaHve NPUPOAbI 3TUX NocsiefoBaTeNIbHO-
cTeit. Mbl BbIABUHYNN rUnoTesy, Yto obHapyxeHue N. fowleri
ABnAeTCA apTepakToM, CBA3aHHbIM MO0 C 0CObEHHOCTAMM
TexHonorun ONT, nnbo ¢ orpaHnyeHnamMmn GrnonHoopmatu-
YeCcKMX MeTofOB aHanum3a. [lnAa npoBepKy 3TON rmnoTtesbl
6blN NPUMEHEH KOMIMJIEKCHBIN Noaxog, BKAoYaowmii uno-
reHeTUYeCKUn aHanmns, oueHKy GyHKLNOHaNbHOIo NOTeHL M-
ana BblAABJIEHHbIX MOCNefOBaTENbHOCTEN U MeTOAbl npea-
CKa3aHMA CTPYKTYpbl 6enKoB.

MaTeprankl n METOAbI

XapaKmepuchKa buosiozu4eckozo mamepuaia u cekse-
HuUposaHue

WccnepoBaHme npoBefieHO Ha ob6pasuax UesibHON
KPOBW, MOMYYEHHbIX OT YETbIPEX MaUVEHTOB C MOATBEPXK-
OEHHbIM [iMarHo3oM Manapuu, Bbi3BaHHOW Plasmodium
falciparum. Bce nauneHTbl ObINN 3apakeHbl B SHAEMUYHbIX
pervioHax v He MEeNN KIMHUYECKX MPU3HAKOB APYTUX NH-
beKUnoHHbIX 3aboneBaHuin. BolgeneHne totanbHol [JHK
NpPOBOAMIIOCH C WCMOJSIb30BAHMEM CTaHAAPTHbIX MPOTO-
KOJIOB C MOC/ieayioleli NOAroTOBKON 61bNMoTeK ans cek-
BeHMpoBaHuA Ha nnatpopme MinlON (Oxford Nanopore
Technologies) B cooTBeTCTBMM C pekoMeHAaLMAMY NPOn3-
BOAUTENA.

buouHgpopmamuueckas o6pabomka 0aHHbIX

MNMepBryHana 06paboTKa CbipbIX AaHHbIX BKoOYana Gpunb-
Tpauuto no Kauectsy (Q-score> 7), obpe3Ky afanTepHbix
nocnefoBaTeNlbHOCTEN W YAaneHne HU3KOKauyeCTBEHHbIX
NMPOYTEHMI C WCNOMb30BaHMEM nporpaMmmbl  Porechop.
[na TakcOHOMMYECKOW aHHOTauMu MOCnefoBaTeNbHOCTH
BblpaBHMBaNNCb C nomoubio BLASTN npoTtuB 6a3bl gaH-
Hbix NCBI nt (puc. 1). ina pononHuTenbHon BepudrKkaumum
pe3ynbraTtoB 6bl1 NPUMEHEH GUNOreHeTUYECKUA aHanu3
C MOCTPOEHNEM [AeHAPOrpaMM Ha OCHOBe pedepeHCHbIX
nocnepoBatenbHocTenn N. fowleri, NONCK OTKPbITbIX PaMOK
cuntbiBaHuA (ORF) B BbIABNEHHbIX NMOC/€A0BATE/IbHOCTAX,
npepAckasaHve CTPYKTYpbl KoAUpPYeMbIX 6efIKoB C UCMosb-
3oBaHuem AlphaFold3, Bu3yanusauma n aHanu3 npepcka-
3aHHbIX CTPYKTYp B nporpamme PyMOL c oueHkoln napame-
TpoB goctoBepHocTM (pLDDT).

CpasHumesbHbIU AHAU3 C pehepeHCHbIMU OGHHbIMU

[ns NCKNoYeHra BO3MOXXHOCTU KOHTaMUHALMK NpoBe-
[leHO aeTanbHoe cpaBHeHue ¢ reHomom N. fowleri (n3onaTbl

ATCC 30894 n ATCC 30863), KnuHnuyeckumm mnsonatamm N.
fowleri n3 Tavnanga [2], pedpepeHcHbIMK NocneaoBaTeNb-
HocTAMK ppyrux Bugos Naegleria. Ocoboe BHUMaHUe ype-
NEHO aHanM3y KOHCePBaTUBHbLIX YUYACTKOB, BK/IOYAA TeHbl
pubocomanbHbix PHK 1 BbICOKOKOHCEPBATUBHbIX 6enkos
LuuToCKeneTa.

PesynbTaThl
O6HapyxeHue nocnedosamenoHocmeli N. fowleri

AHanun3 gaHHbix ONT-ceKBeHMPOBaHWUA BbIABUI NPUCYT-
CTBYE MOCNefoBaTeNibHOCTeln, cooTBeTcTBYOWYMX N. fowleri,
BO BCEX YeTblpéx uccnenoBaHHbIXx obpasuax. BLASTN-
aHanu3 nokasan 100 % MAEHTUYHOCTb C pedepeHCHbIMU
nocneposatenbHocTtaAMU N. fowleri n3 6a3bl gaHHbIXx NCBI.
OpHaKo HeCKONbKO GpaKTOPOB Bbi3BaNN COMHeHNA B 6rono-
rMyecKomn fOCTOBEPHOCTM 3TOrO pesysnbTaTa:

1. OtcyTcTBME KAMHMYecKnx npusHakos MNAM y nauu-

€HTOB.

2. KpallHe HuM3KaA  BepPOATHOCTb

N. fowleri B nepudepryeckoi Kposu.

3. OTCyTCTBME 3MMAEMUONOTMYECKNX AAHHbIX, YyKa3bl-

BalOLLMX HAa BO3MOXHOE COYeTaHHOe 3apakeHme cpa-
3y B YeTbIPEX Pa3HbIX PermoHax.

0b6HapyXeHus

QunoeeHemuyeckuli aHaau3

QunoreHeTUYeckoe AEPEBO, MOCTPOEHHOE Ha OCHOBE
nocnegosatenbHocTen 12S pPHK 1 ITS1, nokasano, uto BbI-
ABNEHHble NOoCNejoBaTeNIbHOCTY GOPMUPYIOT OTAENbHYIO
Knafly, He COOTBETCTBYIOLLYID W3BECTHbIM KIIMHUYECKAM
nsonsatam N. Fowleri (puc. 2). Oco6eHHO MnoKa3aTesibHbIM
Obl1I0 OTCYTCTBME KOHCEPBATUBHbIX YYACTKOB, XapaKTepHbIX
[ANA NaToreHHbIX WTaMMOB 3TOro BrAa.

AHanus 6es1k08020 nomeHuyuaaa

ORF-aHanu3 BbIABW HECKOIbKO MOTEHLMaNbHbIX 6en-
KOB, OfHaKo ux ¢yHKLMOHANbHAaA aHHOTaUWA MoKa3ana
oTcyTcTBMEe TUNUuHbiX Ansa N. fowleri natoreH-accounu-
poBaHHbIx 6enkoB (Hanpumep, Naegleriapore A), HU3KytO
KOHCepPBaTMBHOCTb NpefCcKa3aHHbIX NOCIeAoBaTeIbHOCTEN
1 npeobnagaHme rmnoTeTUYECKUX GenkoB C HEM3BECTHOM

byHKUmen.
ModenuposaHue cmpykmypel 6es1Ko8

MpenckasaHue cTpyKTypbl € nomolybio AlphaFold3 v no-
cnepytowmnn aHanu3 B PyMOL BbiABUAM HU3KWe NokasaTenu
poctoBepHoct (pLDDT <50 anAa 60MblUMHCTBA AJOMEHOB),
OTCYTCTBUE CTabOW/IbHBIX TPETUYHBIX CTPYKTYP U HEeCcooT-
BETCTBME MPeACKa3aHHbIX CTPYKTYp K3BECTHbIM 6efikam
N. fowleri (puc. 3).
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enoser] Descpion scnmrime | e o0 O e o S con
Naegleria fowleri Karachi_NF001 strain Naegleria fowleri 4614 9197 100% 00 99.45% 2541 OD9573221
Homo sapiens clone fosmid ABCS 4_1_000041143400_G2 genomic sequence Homo sapiens 3940 8368 100% 0.0 89.20% 14353 GQ222231.1
Homo sapiens clone BMMD-RP11_130B16, complete sequence Homo sapiens 2543 10360 100% 00 7967% 188886 1554741
Homo sapiens 2394 8821 100% 00 80.62% 28862 AC0123984
Pan troglodytes 2355 7913 100% 00 80.56% 153641 AC275820.1
Yenosek 2 Description Scientific Max Total Query E Per. Acc. Accession
- Name Score Score Cover value Ident Len
v - v - v v -
o Maegleria fowderi 4614 9197 99% 00 9945% 2541 009573221
" . fogmi
ABCE 41 000041143400 G2 Homo sapiens 3940 8368 99% 0.0 89.20% 14353 602222311
genomic sequence
Homo sapiens clone BMMD-
RP11_130B16, complete Homo sapiens 2543 10360 9% 00 79.67% 188886  KJ155474.1
sequence
|
Yenosek 3 Descrpion Sciotic e s»:;:' ;:;L g:g n;ﬂ :;:v:‘ :':‘ .
Naegleria fowleri Karachi_NF001 strain Naegleria fowleri 3607 3807 100% 00 9843% 5173 OD9SEI01
Naegleria fowleri Karachi_NF001 strain Naegleria fowleri 278 278 14% 5e-73 83.66% 332 0D957990.1
Yenosek 4
Naegleria fowleri Karachi_NF001 strain
Sequence ID: 0D956389.1 Length: 5173 Number of Matches: 1
Range 1: 2649 to 2903 GenBank Graphics ¥ Next Match A Previous Match
Score Expect Identities Gaps Strand
261 bits(141) 4e-69  217/255(85%) 0/255(0%) Plus/Minus
Query 3 CAAATAGATGCAATAAAAAATGATAAAGGGGATATCACCACAGATGCCACAGAAATTCAA 62
FEEELECE  EEEREER e ee e e e e e e e e e et e Eeeeeeenl 1l
Sbjct 2903 CAAATAGACACAATAAAAAATGATAAAGGGGATATCACCACCGATCCCACAGAAATACAA 2844
Query 63 ACCATCATCAGAGATTATTACAAACAACTCTATGCACATAAACTAGAAAACCTGG 122
CEE LERLERREE E EReeent Lt L eeee ettt 1l IIIIII
Sbjct 2843 ACTACCATCAGAGAATACTACAAACACCTCTACGCAAATAAACTAGAAAATCTAGAA 2784
Query 123  ATGGATAAATTCCTGGACACTTGCACCCTCCCAAGCCTAAACCAGGAAGAAGTCAAAACC 182
FECERLERTERTEE CEeee Rt et ert Ceee e eeeer 1|
Sbjct 2783 ATGGATAAATTCCTCGACACATACACCCTCCCAAGACTAAACCAGGAAGAAGTTGAATCT 2724
Query 183 CTGAATAGACGAATAATAAGGTCTGAAGTTGAGACAGCAATTAAGAGCCTACCACCCaaa 242
IIIIIIIIII FOEEE D L LR B b e e fe R Eeert Lt
Sbjct 2723 CTGAATAGACCAATAACAGGCTCTGAAATTGTGGCAATAATCAATAGCTTACCAACCAAA 2664
Query 243 ﬁa?(l;(:ﬁ?(li?T?ﬁ 257
m Sbjct 2663 AAGAGTCCAGGACCA 2649
Puc. 1. PesynbraTbl BLASTn-aHanun3a nocnepoBatenbHocTen, naeHTuduumnpoBaHHbix Kak N. fowleri
GOLD ID Organism Name NCBI Taxonomy ID
3 Q g Q
Go0572210 Naegleria fowleri NF_KFSHRC_1 PROTISTS-HETEROLOBOSEA 5763
Go0572156 | Naegleria fowleri ATCC 30894 | PROTISTS-HETEROLOBOSEA 5763
Go0384939  Naegleria fowleri ATCC 30863 |PROTISTS-HETEROLOBOSEA 5763
Go0047971 Naegleria fowleri PROTISTS-HETEROLOBOSEA 5763
T Naegleria fowleri|5763

Plasmodium falciparum|5833

Pnc. 2. DunoreHeTnyeckoe fepeBo Ha OCHOBe nocnefosatenbHocTen 125 pPHK
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Puc. 3. MogenupoBaHue cTpyKTypbl 6enkos ¢ ucnosnb3osaHvem AlphaFold3

Obcy>kaeHue

MonyyeHHble pe3ynbTaTbl YOeAUTENIbHO CBUAETENbCTBY-
0T, UTO ObGHapyxeHue nocnepoBatenbHoctenn N. fowleri
B Mccneflyemblx obpasuax sBnsetca apTedakTom, CBA3aH-
HbIM € 0cobeHHocTAMYK TexHonoruy ONT. Mbl Bbiaensem Tpu
OCHOBHbIX BO3MOXHbIX MCTOUHMKA TaKMX apTepaKkToB:

1. Cucrematnyeckue own6ku ONT: BbicOKas yacToTa
WHcepuwmiA/geneunii, owmnbku npu $basoHNPoBaHNUK
rOMOMOJIMMEPHbIX YYaCTKOB, HM3Kas TOYHOCTb ornpe-
LeneHna HYKNeoTMAHON NocnefoBaTeIbHOCTH.

2. OrpaHuyeHusa 6GuonH$popmaTNYeCKUX METOZLOB:
npo6nembl BblpaBHMBAHNA KOPOTKMUX YYacCTKOB ro-
MOJIOTM, OWNOKIM aHHOTaLMM B pedepeHCHbIX 6a3ax,
orpaHuyeHus anroputmoB BLAST npu paboTte ¢ He-
MOJSIHBIMW 1 CMELLaHHbIMK MOCNef0BaTENbHOCTAMM.

3. Bbunonornyeckune ¢akTopbl: HanuuMe XVMepPHbIX
nocnefoBaTefIbHOCTEN, FOPU3OHTasNIbHBIN MepeHoC
reHOB, HanMume KOHCEePBaTUBHbIX JOMEHOB Yy pas-
JINYHBIX MUKPOOPraHNU3MOB.

Ocob6oe 3HauYeHNe UMeeT cpaBHeHUe ¢ paboToii [1], roe
ObII0 MOKa3aHO, UTO [laXke BbICOKOKauYeCTBEeHHble COOPKMU
reHoma N. fowleri TpeGytoT TwaTtenbHoW Banugaumun. Hawm
pe3ynbTaTbl TakXKe COrnacylTca C AaHHbIMK [2], noauépku-
BaOLMMN BaXXHOCTb KOMMMIEKCHOMO NoAxoAa npu MAEHTU-
durKaumm naToreHHbIx wWtammos N. fowleri.

3aKkAlo4eHve

MpoBeaéHHOe nccnefoBaHMe AEMOHCTPUPYET, YTo 06-
Hapy»eHune nocnegosatenbHocTen N. fowleri B obpasLax
KpOBM NMaumMeHTOB C Manapuen agnaetca aptedbakTom, CBaA-
3aHHbIM € ocobeHHocTAMU TexHonoruy ONT 1 06paboTKK
JaHHbIX. [lonyyeHHble pe3ynbTaTbl NOAUYEPKMBAKOT HEOOXO-
OMMOCTb:

1. Pa3paboTku cTaHAapTM3NPOBaHHbIX MPOTOKOJIOB Ba-
nmpaumm aaHHbix ONT.

2. Wcnonb3oBaHMA [ONONHUTENbHbIX METOAOB Noja-
TBEpPXKAEeHNA HanuumA napasuta y naumenta (MLP,
cekBeHupoBaHue Ha nnatdpopme lllumina).

3.  KpuTnyeckom oueHKN KNMHUYECKOTO KOHTEKCTa npu
WHTepnpeTaLnmn pe3ynbTaTos.

4, CoBepLIeHCTBOBaHMA OGUOUHPOPMATNUYECKMX METO-
[l0B aHanm13a AMHHbIX YTeHNIA.

OTU Mepbl 0COOEHHO BaXKHbl B KITMHNYECKOWN ANArHoCTu-
Ke, rae NIOXKHOMONOXMTeNbHble pe3ynbTaTbl MOryT UMETb
Cepbé3Hble nocneacTBuA AnAa naumeHtoB. [anbHenwme
NCCNeoBaHUA JOMXKHbI ObITb HAaMpPaBeHbl Ha Pa3paboTKy
anropuTMOB aBTOMATUYECKOTO BbIABAEHMA U GUNbTpaUnmn
nofo6HbIX apTedaKToB.
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